Addiction medicine ethics: relapse, no lapse and the struggle to treat addicts like everyone else.
Two case studies are presented as a focus for discussion of ethics in addiction medicine. The first is that of the alcohol-dependent patient who receives a liver transplant. The second is that of a heroin-dependent patient who continues to inject himself while in a general medical ward. I make some comments about the obligations of doctors to treat those who cause harm to themselves as they would treat those who are 'not responsible'.